CLAY COUNTY REDEVELOPMENT COMMISSION

MINUTES

June 17, 2009
Commission was called to order by Vice President Tom Ames, at 6:00 p.m.

Those in attendance were commission members Tom Ames, Jan Howell, John Williams, and Glen Morrow. Bill Sisson was absent.  Clay County Commissioner Charlie Brown was also in attendance.  Jennifer Flater made the following record to wit:

A motion to approve the May 20, 2009 minutes was made by Glen Morrow and seconded by Jan Howell. Motion carried 3 ayes.  John arrived after motion.
OLD BUSINESS

Tom updated the board on Bill Sisson’s condition; he was in a very serious car wreck three weeks ago. He has a long recovery ahead of him but he is home and doing well.
Jim informed the Commission that IVC finally closed on the MI building on June 9, 2009. Lou mentioned IVC only bought part of the building and is leasing the rest. We need to figure out where the equipment will be housed for the tax abatement. MI has to clean up the old part of the building and get it up to standard codes before IVC can purchase the rest of the building. Jim stated the equipment is in the new part of the building which IVC owns. Glen asked so there will be no problem with the tax abatement. Lou replied no it will be fine. 
Jim discussed the I-70/59 area meeting the first part was a little rough. However, there may be 1.85 million dollars for the Brazil City water project, this would be three times the amount they were going to try and get grants for. With this amount of money they would most likely be able to pay for their own water tower. Another meeting is scheduled for this Friday at Linda Harm’s office with Charlie, Mike McCullough, and a member of the CCRC. John Williams will be going for the commission. Lou discussed the option for the property at I-70 area. He went thru and explained our flexibility of how it would work. There was much discussion on the option money and how it could be adjusted. Option is pretty much straight forward. Tom asked who would be leading the meeting. Jim’s understanding was Mike McCullough. 
NEW BUSINESS
Jim stated as an FYI for the commission Morris Manufacturing has laid off about 100 people. However GM may be reopening some lines back up and this would able Morris to go back to making a couple of parts for GM/Chrysler and possibly could call back some of the people.

The Great Dane expansion project may be out the door. Jim stated something happened between an elected official and Terre Haute Chamber of Commerce. Jim is going to try and talk with Gary Parker from Great Dane and explain that Brazil is totally different than Terre Haute and Great Dane would be dealing with Clay County. John asked if it might be a possibility to improve and expand. Jim said Gary’s idea was to move part of the Savannah GA plant up here and add 2 lines and about 300 jobs. He will keep us posted as he has new information.

Stacy Gibbens introduced Angie Papanno to discuss the NSP project. This would be a land bank and explained how it works. There are 40 properties in this area that were up for tax sale. This project will allow them to purchase some of the properties and fix them up. The catch is it has to be residential properties. Land bank can be held by any government unit. If property bought could be turned into real estate or park. If the CCRC decided to be a part of the land bank how would it be titled? No one had an answer for this question. Lou stated this was totally optional for the CCRC and he felt like why would they want to take on 25 lots scattered over Brazil City and have the responsibility if Brazil City was already willing and ready to do so. John had several questions and wanted to know what happens to any profit made from the land bank. Angie informed them any profit would go back to the NSP. She also said this is a not for profit project it is a way to help cities revitalize some of the areas that need help. When the first house is fixed up and sold you can use that money to go toward the next house and so on
A motion to adjourn was made by, Jan Howell and seconded by Glen Morrow.  Motion carried 4 ayes.
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